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NEWS 

The Ranch at Prescott 

 Prescott Fire Restrictions Now In Effect 
 Managers of the Prescott National Forest announced on June 16, 2016 that Stage 1 fire restrictions would be in effect from that date through August 15, 2016.  Restrictions include prohibitions on: 

 Campfires and other such burning, 
 Smoking except within enclosed vehicles or buildings, 
 Discharging firearms except when engaged in a lawful hunt, and  
 Fireworks. Similar restrictions have been announced for all of Yavapai County.  For a complete description of the restrictions view the Forest Service announcement at http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/prescott/news-events/?cid=FSEPRD506040 

Recent Fire Activity 
Last month it was the McMurry devastating wild fire in Canada, this month it is closer to home with the Arizona Jake fire, Cedar fire and the Tenderfoot (Yarnell) fire.  
Within a short amount of time after the first call of the Tenderfoot fire in Yarnell, the town filled up with hotshot crews, attack crews, airplanes, tankers, fire engines, helicopters, bulldozers, power company reps, police officers, support staff, and volunteers.  It was a reminder of the devastating Yarnell Hill Fire three years ago that claimed the lives of 19 Granite Mountain Hotshots, and razed 129 buildings – most of which were homes. This time, everyone was so much more prepared. No wildland fire is ever taken for granted and the residents of Yarnell know firsthand what is at stake. They followed evacuation orders swiftly and one reason the Tenderfoot fire has not been more destructive, is because of thinning and fuel reduction efforts after the previous Yarnell Hill Fire.    

The Tenderfoot Fire 

 

 
Forest restoration” since then has thinned hundreds of thousands of acres thanks to the National Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, State Forestry and municipal crews including those from Prescott have created what is commonly known as “defensible space.” Firefighters back-burned uphill from homes to the ridge, which previously had been cleared of underbrush. A fuel break was created between the town and state and BLM land which effectively stopped the fire’s advance. 
What Can We Do? 
Three years ago Yarnell reacted to a wildland fire after it decimated their town; we in The Ranch have the opportunity to be proactive before a wildland fire does the same; because it is not if, but when.  We have had a 



good response to our Firewise program from a number of homeowners and lot owners, but nowwhere near enough.  The grant process requires that we identify those who would like a grant before it is granted and once granted need to commit to using the grant.  This is a new requirement.  Those who do not participate, or self-mitigate and their lot is identified as a fire hazard to the community will be notified and reminded of the ranch vegetation CC&R requirements, the health, safety or welfare of owners and residents in the ranch declaration and the compliance policy (on HOA and Firewise webpages).  However, we hope all our lot owners will view this program with the spirt it represents and the support it requires to keep us all safe from the hazards of wildfire.  
The Firewise committee is looking for around 60 people to apply for grants for 2016 and more would be great. If you are on the grant list, you will be classed as participating in the Firewise program.  Please contact Ann at HOAMCO to enlist. 
We Live Right In the Bullseye! 
Are you comfortable being in the bullseye, at ground zero, or directly in the path of a hurricane?  The Federal National Interagency Fire Center just issued their wildfire potential outlook for 2016, and guess what?  We’re there!  According to the report, “an area of above normal significant fire potential is expected… south of the Mogollon Rim of southern Arizona…”  Guess where we live?  Right in the bullseye – those red spots on the maps.  These extreme fire conditions are expected as a result of heavy fuel loading and seasonal drying.  This forecast further emphasizes the need for all The Ranch at Prescott property owners to “Firewise” their properties and make appropriate contingency plans.   
To read the entire report visit the following weblink: http://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/monthly_seasonal_outlook.pdf 
Did You Know? 
One of the most common questions the Firewise Committee members hear goes something like this: “Why should I Firewise my property when my neighbors have done nothing?”  “Will my house burn despite my good efforts if my neighbors have not taken responsibility for their lots?”  Good questions!   

No one can answer these questions for certainty, but here are some statistics to keep in mind: assuming a non-flammable roof 95% of homes survive a wildfire if an area 30-60 ft around the home has been cleared, and 86% survive with at least 30 ft of clearance.  These numbers come from the Arizona Department of Forestry.  I’ll take those odds any day over the option of inaction…

 

 
Final Note:  A number of the unoccupied lots seem to have lost their boundary markers and this is giving the mitigation contractors course for concern.  The Firewise Assessors cannot help with this as it requires a certified surveyor and special equipment to establish these boundary lines accurately.  For assessing the lots vegetation level these boundaries do not have to be exact, but for the actual mitigation work it is important. 
Sincerely 
The Firewise Committee 


